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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Crev/keme  Urban  District  Council 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  1965. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  town  was  good  and  no 
epidemic  occiirred. 

This  year  the  form  of  the  Report  differs  from  that  of  recent  years. 

I have  been  reporting  on  the  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  as 
local  health  authority.  These  change  little  from  year  to  year  and  any 
particular  detail  of  them  can  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Coxanty  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  I have  therefore  not  referred  to  them  in  detail  in  this 
report. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.M.  McCALL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Population  The  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year  population  for 
1965  was  4>550>  slightly  higher  than  last  year's  figure.  This  gives  a 
population  density  of  3.5  pei*  acre.  The  product  of  a penny  rate  is  now 
£655  the  rateable  value  £167,239. 

Birth  Rate  The  Corrected  Birth  Rate  for  1965  was  15.9  per  thousand  live 
births,  the  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  being  18,1,  There 
were  six  illegitimate  births  compared  with  two  in  1964 . 

Death  Rate  The  Corrected  Death  Rate  for  the  year  v/as  10,59  which  is 
lower  than  the  national  figure  of  11.5.  Details  of  the  causes  of  death 
are  given  in  Appendix  A,  Table  3.  Once  again  heart  disease  was  the 
greatest  killer  accounting  for  27  deaths  of  whom  17  died  from  coronary 
thrombosis.  There  were  9 deaths  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  and  an  equal  number  died  of  cancer.  There  were  8 deaths  from 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  system,  4 being  due  to  bronchitis  and  4 from 
pneumonia,  as  was  the  case  in  1964 . 

Maternal  Mortality  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  1965. 

Stillbirths  There  was  one  stillbirth  in  1965  which  gives  a rate  of 
15  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths. 

Infant  Mortality  One  infant  death  occurred  during  1965  and  was  due  to 
prematurity. 

Social  Conditions  There  was  little  change  in  the  general  condition  of 
the  residents  of  the  town.  An  air  of  prosperity  prevails. 

Youth  & Community  Centre  The  Centre  is  ¥/ell  patronised  and  is  in 
constant  use  by  various  organisations. 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 


The  general  health  services  are  provided  and  administered  by  the  local 
health  authority,  the  coimty  Council.  These  continued  with  no  substantial 
change  during  1965. 

As  they  have  been  reported  in  considerable  detail  in  my  recent  reports 
I do  not  propose  to  make  an  individual  note  on  each  service  this  year.  They 
all  functioned  smoothly  and  no  complaints  were  received. 


SECTION  C 


Prevention  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases  and  Other  Diseases 


Details  of  infectious  diseases  notified  to  me  during  the  year  are  shown 
in  Appendix  C,  Table  1. 

Apart  from  a fe?/  cases  of  measles,  there  was  one  case  of  scarlet  fever 
and  one  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Routine  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria,  Whooping  Cou^ 
and  Tetanus  continued  to  be  given  throughout  the  year  by  general  practitioners 
and  at  the  clinic;  Trivax  vaccine  was  used. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  was  also  given  as  a routine  measiore, 
oral  vaccine  being  used. 

Smallpox  vaccination  is  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  and  also  by  general 
practitioners.  The  number  of  people  holidaying  abroad  increases  each  year 
and  many  countries  demand  evidence  of  recent  vaccination,  hence  the  nxambers 
being  vaccinated  tends  to  increase.  Appendix  C,  Table  2 shov/s  details  of 
immimisations  and  vaccinations  given  during  the  year. 

I carried  out  my  B.C.G.  vaccination  programme  against  tuberculosis  in 
Febmaary  and  March.  This  protection  was  offered  to  all  children  bom  in  1951 
and  to  those  who  may  have  missed  it  in  previous  years.  It  is  the  intention 
to  lower  the  age  group  of  children  to  which  this  is  offered  in  future. 

There  was  no  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  in  1965. 
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SECTION  D 


Environmental  Health  Services. 

A.  Sanitary  Circumstances 

Climatic  Condition  19^5  was  generally  wet  and  the  summer,  if  it  could  be 
called  that,  was  most  disappointing.  The  total  rainfall  was  42.08  inches,  the 
recent  average  being  about  38  inches. 

Water  Supply  The  water  supply  of  the  town  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity  throughout  the  year.  There  were  no  shortages.  I continued  to  receive 
reports  on  samples  taken  by  the  Wessex  Water  Board  in  each  month. 

The  Council  considered  the  Ministry's  Circular  on  Fluoridation  of  V/ater 
Supplies  15/65  reaffirmed  their  previous  decision  to  support  the  Government 
wish  to  fluoridate  domestic  water  supplies  in  the  area.  However,  the  Wessex 
Water  Board  have  taken  no  action  in  this  matter  to  date. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Improvements  v;ere  carried  out  to  the  Eastern 
Outfall  Works  at  a cost  of  £2,500.  In  addition,  work  was  in  progress  at  the 
end  of  the  year  on  a foul  water  sewer  running  from  Lang  Road  to  South  Street 
to  service  the  Park  Estate  Development  (6OO  houses).  The  estimated  cost  of 
this  work  when  completed  is  £30,000. 

Public  Cleansing  and  Refuse  Collection  A weekly  refuse  collection  service 
using  our  own  vehicle  and  labour  was  provided  throughout  the  town  during  the 
year.  There  were  no  interruptions  or  difficulties.  The  Council  purchased  a 
mechanical  road  sweeping  vehicle  vi/hich,  after  some  teething  troubles,  is  now 
giving  good  service. 

Public  Conveniences  The  Council  built  a second  public  convenience  in  the 
West  Street  Car  Park  and  it  came  into  use  in  October.  Despite  the  unwelcome 
attention  of  vandals,  a satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 

Rodent  Destruction  One  part-time  Operator  continued  to  be  employed  and 
no  serious  . infestations  occured.  Routine  testing  and  baiting  v/as  carried  out. 

Swimming  Baths  There  are  three  privately  owned  swimming  baths  in  the  townj 
all  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  way.  The  pool  at  the  Secondary  Modem 
School  is  the  most  up-to-date  with  automatic  chlorination,  filtration  and 
recirculation  of  the  water.  The  other  two  baths  are  chlorinated  by  hand. 

Nuisances  Complaints  of  nuisances  of  various  kinds  were  received  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  and  informal  action  was  generally 
successful  in  securing  abatement.  All  complaints  were  dealt  with  promptly. 

B.  Factories  Act 


Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  can  be  foxond  in  Appendix  D,  Table  2. 

C.  Housing 

Details  of  the  housing  situation  can  be  found  in  Appendix  D,  Table  3. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  162  applicants  on  the  housing  list,  37 
being  for  old  peoples  dwellings  and  of  the  remainder  24  were  urgent. 

D . Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  There  are  no  registered  distributors  or  dairy  premises  in  the  Urban 
District.  Milk  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  staff.  No  complaints 
were  received  by  my  Department  about  the  quality  of  milk  during  the  year. 

Ice  Cream  There  are  19  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice 
cream.  Five  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Meat  There  is  no  licensed  slaughter  house  in  Crewkeme  and  therefore  no 
routine  meat  inspection  is  required.  Occasionally  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
is  asked  to  look  at  unsatisfactory  tinned  meat  and,  when  necessary,  this  was 
condemned. 
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Food  Prftml  .qoa  Tiiore  eoi-e  five  pr»3mioco  -cogiatered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955*  In  order  to  improve  the  standard  of  food  handling, 
the  Council  provide  additional  hand  washing  facilities  for  ro;mdsmen  at  the 
new  public  conveniences  in  Vifest  Street.  This  has  been  generally  welcomed  by 
tradesmen. 

E.  Offices.  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act.  1963. 

The  co-operation  of  owners  and  occupiers  has  resulted  in  some  improvements 
being  made  dioring  the  year. 

InsTifficient  detailed  v/ork  has  been  carried  out  to  enable  an  accurate  report 
to  be  given  on  the  lighting  standards  in  these  premises  but  the  general  impress- 
ion is  that  the  artificial  lighting  in  office  premises  is  below  the  recommended 
standard.  A photometer  has  now  been  obtained  and  a more  accurate  survey  will 
be  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 


- 4 - 


APPENDIX  A TABLE  1 


Registrax  General's  estimate  of  population  mid  1965  ...  ...  4»550 

No,  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1965  according  to  the  Rate  Book  1,630 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £167,239 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £655 

Area  ...  ...  1,291  acres 


APPENDIX  A 

TABLE  2 

BIRTH  RATE  15. 9 

Comparability  Factor  1,21 

M 

P 

Live  Births 

Total 

28 

36 

Legitimate 

26 

32 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

Stillbirths 

Total 

1 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

1 

under  1 year 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

1 

under  4 weeks 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

— 

1 

under  1 v^eek 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 
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APPENDIX  A TABLE  3 


DEATH  RATE  10.^9  Comparability  Factor  0,91 

Sex  Total  Under  Under  1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75+ 

all  4 weeks  1 yr. 

Ages 


Tuberculosis  . M 1 
Respiratory  P 

Cancer  of  Stomach  M 1 

P 2 

Cancer  of  Lung  M 1 

F 

Cancer  of  Breast  M 

F 2 

Cancer  of  Other  M 
Sites  P 3 

Vascular  Lesions  M 2 
of  Nervous  P 7 

System 

Coronary  Disease  M 9 
Angina  P 8 

Other  Heart  M 2 

Disease  P 2 

Other  Circulatory  M 
Disease  P 1 

Pneumonia  M 1 

F 3 

Bronchitis  M 4 

P 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  M 1 
& Duodenum  F 

Other  Defined  & ^ 1 

Ill-defined  P 1 

Diseases 

Suicide  M 

P 1 


1 


1 

1 

2 


1 


- 1-1 

- 1-2 

- 1-1 

1-6 

1-62 

- - 5 3 

_ _ _ 2 

1 1 

1 

1 

- - 1 2 

2 2- 


1 


1 


1 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  M 23 

F 30  1 


1 5 10  7 
- 3 8 18 
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APPENDIX  C TABLE  I 


Measles  10 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 


Analysis  of  Cases  Notified 


Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 


Under  Age 

1 yr.  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-10  IO-15  15-20  20-35  35-45  45-65  65+  Unknown 

12  223 

1 


^i\iberculosis 


Age  Group 


New  Ca_s_es  Deaths 

Respiratory  Non-Res piratory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
M F M F M F M F 


- 1 
1 - 5 
5 - 15 
15  - 25 
25  - 35 
35  - 45 
45  - 55 
55  - 65 

65+  1 1 


1 


1 
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APPENDIX  C 


TABLE  2 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

No.  of  cliildreii 

who  completed  a full  course  of  primary  immunisation  in  the 
Year  ended  31st  December  1965* 

Children  bom 
in  the  year:  1965 

1964 

Other 

1963  1962  1958-61  under  age  16 

To  tal 

6 

23 

2 - - 

31 

No.  of  children 

who  received  a reinforcing  injection  in  the  year 
31st  December,  1965. 

ended 

Children  bom 
in  the  year:  1965 

1964 

Others 

1963  1962  1958-61  under  age  16 

Total 

1 

4 

23  3 76  9 

116 

V/ho oping  Cough  Immunisation 

No.  of  children 

who  completed  a course  of  primary  immunisation  in  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  I965. 

Children  bom 
in  the  year:  1965 

1964 

Others 

1963  1962  1958-61  under  age  16 

Total 

6 

23 

2 - - 

31 

No.  of  children 

who  received  a reinforcing  injection  in  the  year 
31st  December,  1965 . 

ended 

Children  bom 
in  the  year:  1965 

1964 

Others 

1963  1962  1958-61  under  age  16 

Total 

1 

4 

23  3 1 

32 

Tetanus  Immunisation 

No.  of  children 

v/ho  completed  a full  course  of  primary  immunisation  in 
the  year  ended  31st  December  1965 

Children  bom 
in  the  year:  1965 

1964 

Others 

1963  1962  1958-61  under  age  16 

Total 

6 

23 

2 - - 

31 

No.  of  children 

who  received  a reinforcing  injection  in  the  year 
31st  December,  I965. 

ended 

Children  bom 
in  the  year:  1965 

1964 

Others 

1963  1962  1958-61  under  age  16 

Total 

1 

4 

23  3 76  9 

116 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

No.  of  children 

who  received  a course  of  primary  vaccination  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1965 

Children  bom 
in  the  year:  1965 

13 

1964 

34 

Others 

1963  1962  1958-61  under  age  16 

8 2 4 

Total 

61 

No.  of  children 

who  received  a reinforcing  dose  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1965* 

Children  bom  in 
in  the  year:  1965 

1964 

Others 

1963  1962  1958-61  imder  age  16 

Total 

- 

- 

79 

79 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

No.  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  in  the  year  ended  31st 

December  1965 


Age  Groups: 

0-3 

4-6 

7-9 

10-12 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Totals 

mths. 

mths. 

mths . 

mths. 

year 

years 

years 

P. 

P. 

P. 

P. 

P.  R. 

P.  R. 

P.  R. 

P.  R. 

- 

- 

6 

14 

17  - 

5 1 

- 4 

42  5 

APPENDIX  D 


TABLE  1 


Water  Samples 


Chemical  Samples 


IVIaiden  Beech  Borehole  1 

Vifayford  Springs  1 

Not  examined  for  fluorine.  Previous  examination  indicated!- 
Maiden  Beech  Borehole  0,11  P.P.M, 

Vvayford  Springs  0.06  P.P.M, 

Bacteriological  Samples 

Raw  W'ater  - Nil 

Treated  ^/ater  Wessex  Vfater  Board  C.U.D. C. 

Satisfactory  11  8 

Unsatisfactory  - 2* 


*Filter  nozzle  on  tap  from  which  sample  taken  was  cause  of 
contamination . 


APPENDIX  D TABLE  2 

Factories  Acts  1937  - 1959 


No.  on 

No . of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Register 

Inspect- 

written 

occupiers 

(i) 

ions 

notices 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Section 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 enforced 
by  Local  Authority, 

6 

8 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority. 

32 

34 

(iii) 

Other  premises  where  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

- 

Total 

38 

42 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  2 

Cases  in  which  defects  found  were  remedied  2 


Outworkers 


No.  of  outworkers  in  August  list  required  by  Section  10 


53 


APPENDIX  D TABLE  ^ 

HOUSING 


Action  taken  during  year 


1.  No.  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  for  \7hich  Orders  are 

still  to  he  made  ...  ...  , , , 

2.  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  which  have  been  patched  for 

temporary  accommodation  under  Section  48  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957 • • » • ...  ... 

3.  No.  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  under  Section  42  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  (Clearance  Areas)  ...  ... 

4.  No.  of  houses  demolished  or  closed  (a)  under  Section  17  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1957  (individual  unfits)  ... 

(b)  for  other  purposes  (road  improvements,  etc.)  ... 

5.  No.  of  temporary  dwellings  (huts,  etc.)  demolished  ... 

6.  No.  of  houses  declared  unfit  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 

Act,  1957  (capable  of  repair;  ...  ... 


None 


None 


None 

Two 

None 

None 


None 


7.  No.  of  Houses  made  fit  during  year 


16 


8.  No.  of  unfit  houses  occupied  under  licence  ... 

9.  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  (Housing  Act,  I961)  ... 

10.  Reconditioning  of  Condemned  Houses  - Exclusion  from  Clearance/ 

Demolition  Orders  (Housing  Act,  I961)...  ... 

11.  Substitution  of  Closing  Order  for  Demolition  Order  (Housing 

Act,  1961)  Action  tciken  ...  ... 


None 

None 


None 


None 


12.  Housing  Act,  1964‘  action  taken  during  year  . ..  None 

13.  Rent  Act,  1957  (ist  Schedule) 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  (a)  No.  of  applications  received  None 

(b)  Certificates  issued  None 


Houses  erected  during 

Houses 

in  course 

Gained  from 

Lost  from 

year 

of 

erection 

conversion  of 

conversion 

For  Slum 

For  other 

For  Slum 

For  other 

larger  houses 

of  tv7o  or 

Clearance 

purposes 

Clearance 

purposes 

or  buildings 
into  flats  or 
dwellings 

more  house 
to  one. 

Local 

Authority 

10 

- 

8 

- 

- 

Private 

Enterprise  - 

17 

- 

47 

- 

- 

No.  of  Post-V/ar  Houses  erected  from  1st  April  1945 
to  31st  December,  1965* 


Housing 

Programme 


By  Local  Authority  By  Private  Enterprise 

316  261 

(a)  No.  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied  (i)  Prefabs  Nil  (ii)  Huts  etc.  Nil 

(b)  No.  of  houses  found  overcrov/ded  ...  ...  Nil 


Houses  required 


(i)  To_ replace  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  •••  4 

(ii)  To  abate  overcrowding  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  For  other  purposes  ...  ...  Nil 

(iv)  Applications  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(a)  Urgent  bona  fide  cases  ...  ...  24 

(b)  Applications  for  Old  Peoples  Dwellings  ...  37 

(c)  Others  ....  ...  101 

Total  applications  l62 


Total  no.  of  Cmmcil  houcea  sold  the-  year 


• • • 


• • # 


Nil 


(v) 


No.  of  permanent 
dwellings  in 
District  as  at 
31.12.64 

U) 

Gained  from 
conversions 
and  erected 
during  1965 
(b) 

Total 
(a)  + (b) 

Less  houses 
demolished 
closed  etc. 
during  year 

No.  of  permanent 
dwellings  in 
District  as  at 
31.12.65 

L.A.  P.E. 

L.A. 

416 

10 

426 

426 

P.E. 

1212 

17 

1229 

2 

1227 

Totals 

1628 

27 

1655 

OLD  PEOPLE'S  DWELLINGS 


Number  erected  to  31.12.65 
With  Coimty  Without  County 
Council  Aid  Council  Aid 


Nimber  in  course  of  erection 
With  County  V/ithout  County 

Council  Aid  Coiancil  Aid 


22 


18 


3 


IMPWmimT  GRANTS 

A.  Discretionary  No.  of  applications  & houses  dealt  with  by  L.A.  during 

year. 


1 

Received 

Applloations  No.  of  Dwellings 

1 


2 

Approved 

Applications  No.  of  Dwellings 
1 1 


Note  Nc.  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers  during 

ear  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  during  year  . . . £680 

Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Local  Authority  . . . £340 


B.  Staidard 

1.  No.  of  applications  (a)  Received  ...  5 

(b)  Approved  ...  5 

2,  Nc , of  houses  where  standard  amenities  have  been  provided  8 

Note  No,  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers 
during  year. 
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